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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 7-1 9 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper fonm 
because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple dependent 
claim. See MPEP§ 608.01 (n). 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite in 
that it fails to point out what is included or excluded by the claim language. This claim is 
an omnibus type claim. 

The scope of the claim is not clearly defined as to the appropriate combination of 
the drawings. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 7-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Vinther (US 5460324 A). 

Regarding claim 1 , Vinther discloses a foldable cup comprising a sheet of 
material (Abstract lines 1-5) having a container piece integral with at least one handle 
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piece, said container having fold lines enabling it to be transformed from a flat 
configuration into a folded container (See Figure 2), and said handle piece having fold 
lines enabling the handle piece to be formed into a handle extending from and held in 
position relative to the container (Col 3 lines 32-35). 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, Vinther discloses a foldable cup that comprises one 
integral handle piece (See Figure 2; Col 3 32-35). 

Regarding claim 3, Vinther discloses a foldable cup that comprises two integral 
handle pieces (Col 5 lines 35-40). 

Regarding claim 7, Vinther discloses a foldable cup wherein the folded container 
is formed by folding the container piece about fold lines thereon (Abstract lines 6-10). 

Regarding claim 8, Vinther discloses a foldable cup wherein the container piece 
fold lines define at least two corner pieces at the Intersection of the folding lines (Col 6 
lines 53-54). 

Regarding claims 9-1 1 , Vinther discloses a foldable cup wherein at least two 
corner pieces are folded across one another and secured by an integral fastening 
means through the use of "cleats" (Col 5 42-45). These cleats could be fastened via 
mating connection elements such as press-stud fastenings. 

Regarding claim 13, Vinther discloses a foldable cup wherein fold lines define at 
least one face over which at least two corner pieces can be folded and fastened through 
the use of tabs (Col 5 lines 42-45). 

Regarding claim 14, Vinther discloses a foldable cup wherein the container piece 
fold lines define a self-supporting rectangular base (Col 7 lines 48-52). 
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Regarding claims 16 and 17, Vinther discloses a foldable cup wherein the sheet 
of material can be coated with a waterproof plastics material (Col 1 lines 37-43). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vinther (US 5460324 A) in view of Kim (US 6527169 B2). 

Regarding claims 4-6, Vinther discloses a foldable cup as described above, but 
lacks handle piece fold lines that define a central gripping section. However, Kim 
teaches of a paper cup having an integral handle wherein said handle piece fold lines 
define a central gripping section through the employment of "reinforcing flaps" (Col 3 
lines 7-10; Figure 1). Also, Kim teaches that the handle is connected to the container 
by the use of integral fastening means (Abstract lines 1-2). It would have been obvious 
to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Vinther to include a 
handle on the cup that has fold lines that define a gripping section with "reinforcing 
flaps" so that the cup could be more easily carried by the handle. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vinther 
(US 5460324 A) in view of Hashimoto et al. (US 2002/0038816 A1). 

Regarding claim 15, Vinther discloses a foldable cup as described above, but 
lacks a substantially dodecagonal shape to the container piece sheet of material. 



Application/Control Number: 10/506,639 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3709 

Hashimoto at a!., however, teach of a paper container that is dodecagonal, or twelve- 
sided (See Figure 1 ; par. 0027 lines 1-2). It would have been obvious to one skilled in 
the art at the time the invention was made that it was possible to modify Vinther to make 
the container substantially twelve-sided so that the container could closely resemble a 
circular cup, yet maintain its foldable characteristics. 

Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Vinther (US 5460324 A) in view of Weder et al. (US 5753327 A). 

Regarding claims 18 and 19, Vinther discloses a foldable cup as described 
above, but lacks teaching that the waterproof plastics material coating the container is 
polypropylene. However, Weder et al. disclose an article forming system wherein a 
sheet of material is coated with polypropylene for its water resistant characteristics as 
well as its flexibility to allow folding (Col 2 lines 38-42). It would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Vinther to coat 
container sheet of material with polypropylene so that the foldable cup would be 
waterproof as well as flexible to allow folding. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Fantoni et al. (US 5213253); Hirata (US 4391366). These 
references teach of foldable cups with integral handles. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Demeree whose telephone number is (571) 



Application/Control Number: 10/506,639 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 3709 

270-1982. The examiner can nomially be reached on l\/lon-Fri, 8:00 AM-5:00PM, Alt 
Fri, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Jackson can be reached on (571) 272-4697. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





